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Why this case is of interest

Pattern of burn injury as it relates to mechanism and causal substance of injury.

Case summary
« 3 month female referred by PCP for 2nd opinion of burn.

« Mother reported pouring hot water on the front of baby to clean her after having a large
BM. Mother reported baby was not wearing any clothes. Mother reports pouring water
over the baby using a bucket and filling it with water from the sink. She reports that she
tested the water and it was not hot, but that the baby began crying after she poured it on
her.

« Mother reported to the police that she was cradling the baby in her arms, back towards her,
facing the front of the sink, legs dangling. She did not place her in the sink. Mother told
detective she was cradling baby in her left arm at 60° with baby’s face towards the sink,
feet dangling, when pouring the hot water

+ Measured water temp:  Tmax (both faucets): 106°
. Tmax (hot water faucet): 170°

« Brought to PCP 24 hrs after incident.

Key learning points

1. Importance of scene investigation and re-enactment of mechanism of injury
2. Pour burn pattern injuries

3. Role of skeletal survey
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